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changes over the last few years and people are saying, well, 1°d
be willing to look at those policy changes, 1 get very nervous
when those types of discussions are happening, because 1 was
here and remember the fight that we had on that whole issue when
it went through. And ever since it went through, the people who
didn"t win have been trying to get rid of that provision in
Nebraska statute. I happen to think it"s working very well,

regardless of the fact that some of these individuals may have
longer sentences imposed. You have to remember that it"s the
judges, it°s their discretion. They"re listening to what has
actually happened in these cases and if you"ll read through
these four sample cases, the third one, it says that this
gentleman, had we not had that Ulaw passed, would have been
eligible for parole in five years. And sc when you want someone
like that, who has done something so heinous, to serve a longer
time in prison, and this is an individual that he just hit with
his pickup truck, 1 want someone like that held in prison longer
and I"m willing to spend my tax dollars to do it. And if we have
to build another prison to have these types of violent
individuals in prison for a longer period of time I"m willing to
do that. And when 1 1look at these statistics on violent
offenses and go down this of why people are admitted to prison,

every single one of those offenses look violent to me. As a
person who"s trying to raise children and in a neighborhood, 1
look at that and I think arson, drugs, fraud, weapons, sex
offenses, restraint, all those things that you®"re counting in
nonviolent or other offenses to me are very violent offenses
committed by very violent people who, especially in the drug
situation that we"re going through, our entire society is
changing. You talk to law enforcement and that even mothers are
coming into the Health Committee telling us about the impact on
their teenagers of drugs across the state of Nebraska, and if we
have to throw some of these people in prison for a longer length
of time 1"m willing to do that and 1"m sure that the people who
heard me talk [like this and reelected me to be here are also
willing to spend their tax dollars to keep these types of
individuals in prison for definitely longer than five years

after they run somebody down and Kkill them. I don"t think
that"s a Jlong enough time to keep someone. So when you“re
talking about changing policy it sounds like rhetoric that, to
me, makes me very nervous about changing the policy. If you"ll

look this year, Senator Chambers, one of these people who want
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